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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-18 are pending in this application and presented for examination. 



Specification 

2. The information on related applications must be updated (see [0001] of the 
instant specification). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 2-4, 8-10, and 14-16 are objected to for lack of antecedent basis: 

a. "the message recipient," claim 2, In. 2; claim 3, In. 2; claim 4, In. 1-2; claim 
8, In. 2; claim 9, In. 2; claim 10, In. 1-2; claim 14, In. 2; claim 15, In. 2; claim 16, 
In. 1-2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The article of manufacture may be interpreted 
as any medium that participates in providing instructions to a processor or other 
components of a computer system for execution (see [0025], In. 5-8 of the instant 
specification). This includes non-statutory mediums such as paper and transmission 
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media including electromagnetic, acoustic, or lightwaves (see [0025], In. 19-21 of the 
instant specification). The machine-readable medium as described may be interpreted 
as failing to fall into one of the four statutory classes of invention: process, machine, 
manufacture, and composition of matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-2, 6-8, 12-14, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wong etal. (Wong), U.S. Publication No. 2001/0042126 A1. 

8. As to claim 1, Wong discloses a method in a data processing system for 
managing a messaging session, said method comprising the steps of: 

determining a participant has disengaged activity in the messaging session 

([0010], In. 14-19; [0040], In. 4-8); 

determining a current activity of the participant ([0040], In. 8-12); and 
transmitting a status indication to another participant in the messaging session 

that indicates the current activity of the participant ([0006], In. 3-14; [0007]). 
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9. As to claim 7, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. 
Additionally, Wong discloses a system ([0023]). 

1 0. As to claim 1 3, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. 
Additionally, Wong discloses a computer-readable medium ([0024], In. 1-4). 

11. As to claims 2, 8, and 14, Wong discloses the status indication is a textual 
message to the message recipient (Fig. 3; [0006], In. 3-14; presence information is 
disclosed as text such as "logged off' or "logged in"). 

12. As to claims 6, 12, and 18, Wong discloses the step of determining a current 
activity of the participant comprises determining a current activity of the participant with 
a software system component of the data processing system ([0008], In. 2-4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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14. Claims 3, 9, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wong as applied to claims 1, 7, and 13 above, in view of Glenn et al. (Glenn), U.S. 
Publication No. 2002/0021307 A1. 

15. As to claims 3, 9, and 15, Wong discloses the invention substantially, as claimed, 
as addressed above in claims 1, 7, and 13, including transmitting status in textual 
format, but Wong is silent on indicating status in graphic format. 

However, Glenn does disclose the status indication is a graphic presented to the 
message recipient (Abstract, In. 7-15). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Wong by displaying status indication as a graphic 
as taught by Glenn in order to eliminate the need for the user to read the status 
indication, in order to tailor the indication to a user's preference for graphic display, and 
in order to provide a uniform means of presenting status indication outside of individual 
languages. 

16. Claims 4, 10, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wong as applied to claims 1, 7, and 13 above, in view of Haimberg, U.S. 
Publication No. 2003/0210265 A1. 
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17. As to claims 4, 10, and 16, Wong discloses the invention substantially, as 
claimed, as addressed above in claims 1, 7, and 13, but Wong is silent on the capability 
of allowing a recipient to specify how status indication is presented. 

However, Haimberg does disclose the message recipient specifies how the 
status indication is presented to the message recipient ([0041], In. 1-13; the chat 
participant activates or deactivates the dynamic display of recently received chat 
messages, wherein the display of a recently received chat message in a chat session is 
a status indication). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Wong by allowing a message recipient to specify 
how status indication is displayed to the message recipient as taught by Haimberg in 
order to tailor status indication to user preferences (Haimberg, [0041], In. 12-13). 

18. Claims 5, 11, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wong as applied to claims 1, 7, and 13 above, in view of Aravamudan et al. 
(Aravamudan), U.S. Patent No. 6,301,609 B1. 

19. As to claims 5, 11, and 17, Wong discloses the invention substantially, as 
claimed, as addressed above in claims 1, 7, and 13, including detecting if a user has 
recently used a computer system ([0040], In. 4-8), but Wong is silent on determining a 
current activity of the participant with a hardware system component of the data 
processing system. 
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However, Aravamudan does disclose the step of determining a current activity of 
the participant comprises determining a current activity of the participant with a 
hardware system component of the data processing system (Col. 7, In. 52-59). 

it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Wong by determining the current activity of a 

participant with a hardware system component in a data processing system as taught 

) 

by Aravamudan in order to convey the activity status of the participant to an Instant 
Message server (Aravamudan, Col. 7, In. 55-59). 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Auerbach et al. (Auerbach), U.S. Patent No. 6,549,937 B1 discloses presence 
data that allows a user to monitor another subscriber's activity or presence on the 
Internet. Additionally, Auerbach discloses instant messaging supporting a feature of 
changing a user's state from "online" to "busy." 

Newton et al., U.S. Publication No. 2003/0131061 A1 discloses using IM service 
presence notification messages that indicate if a user has logged on or off. 

Appelman et al. (Appelman), U.S. Patent No. 6,912,564 B1 discloses an IM 
server capable of determining the status or online presence of subscribers. Additionally, 
Appelman discloses that the online presence can be detected from a persistent 
connection to an IM server and/or activity on a specific control port. 
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21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian P. Whipple whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1244. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu (7:30 to 5), Fri (8:30 to 5 or 
day off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571)272-3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Brian P. Whipple 
1/31/07 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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